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California Environmental 
Justice Alliance (CEJA)

CEJA a statewide, 
community-led alliance 
that works to achieve 
environmental justice by 
advancing policy 
solutions. 

www.caleja.org



Why SB 1000?
Low-income residents, communities of 
color, indigenous communities and 
immigrant communities have 
disproportionately experienced some 
of the greatest environmental burdens 
and related health problems in this 
country.
● Inappropriate land use planning
● Discrimination (housing, lending)
● Low political power
● Business interests over health



Goal: Create Just Land Use Planning in CA

● Community-led: SB 1000 was 
inspired by community-led 
solutions to promote EJ in land 
use planning: 
○ Jurupa Valley HEJ Element
○ National City EJ Element

● Local to State: CCAEJ’s “Toxic 
Tour” inspired Senator Leyva 
(Chino) to work on the bill. CEJA 
and CCAEJ co-sponsored.

EJ: The basic right of people to live, work, 
go to school, play, and pray in a healthy 
and clean environment.





About SB 1000
Requires jurisdictions to include an EJ Element (or integrated EJ goals, 
policies and objectives) in their General Plans if they have “disadvantaged 
communities”.

● Reduce the unique and compounded health risks in DACs
○ Reduce pollution exposure and improve air quality
○ Promote public facilities
○ Promote food access
○ Promote safe and sanitary homes
○ Promote physical activity

● Promote community engagement in the public decision-making process
● Prioritize improvements and programs that address the needs of DACs



Benefits of SB 1000 Intelligent planning creates 
healthy and vibrant communities 
while preventing outcomes that 
can be costly to the community

● Avoid lawsuits and conflicts
● Promote equity and civil rights
● Adhere to Planner Code of 

Ethics
● Comply with state laws
● Leverage funding and resources





Planning Process

1. EJ Element vs. EJ integration
2. Conduct public meetings

a. Identify communities
b. Document existing conditions

3. Involve and engage the community 
4. Create advisory committees
5. Develop EJ goals, policies and 

objectives





Identifying EJ Communities

METHOD #1: 

CalEnviroSreen 3.0 Results

METHOD #2: 

Income and Pollution Burden

1. Use a low-income measurement
2. Use a tool to ID pollution burdens 

Tools:
● EJSM
● EJ SCREEN (US EPA)
● BAAQMD’s CARE program 

tool
● SCAQMD MATES IV study
● CEVA (Cumulative Environmental 

Vulnerabilities Assessment)
● SCAG Sustainability Maps and 

tools
● Healthy Places Index (HPI)
● Mojave Regional Water 

Quality Studies
● Regional Opportunity Index 

(ROI)





Case Study in Regional Rankings: San Diego CAP
The Environmental Health Coalition based 
in National City encouraged the San 
Diego’s Climate Action Plan to use CES 
when identifying impacted communities. 

The CAP defines “underserved 
communities” as those ranking in the top 
30% of CES scores (for San Diego 
County), that could be prioritized for 
investments from the city’s Capital 
Improvement Program.







SB 1000 
Toolkit:

Inform

Consult

Involve

Collaborate

Empower



Working with CBOs
Promotoras 
Model

Advisory 
Committees





Goals, Objectives & Policies (I)
Reduce Pollution Exposure 

● Reduce sources and vehicle trips
● Create compact developments
● Reduce pollution related to energy 

consumption
● Reduce water contamination

Promote Public Facilities 

● Equitable distribution and access
● Interagency coordination

Food Access

● Affordable and nutritious food 
supply

● Urban agriculture
● Local purchasing

Safe and Sanitary Homes

● Address unhealthy conditions
● Promote affordability
● Promote land use compatibility
● Prevent against displacement



Goals, Objectives & Policies (II)
Promote Physical Activity

● Improved access and connectivity
● Urban greening
● Complete Streets

Promote Community Engagement

● Capacity-building
● Cultural considerations
● Language access
● Broad and balanced participation

Equitable Development and Design

● Community-oriented development
● Workforce Development
● Placemaking 

Reduce Impacts of Climate Change

● Extreme heat plans
● Flood-resistant development
● Resilience for transportation
● Promote energy efficiency and RE





Case Studies: Best Practices in Planning 
for Environmental Justice



Policies: Health & Environmental Justice 

● Policy HEJ-1.2: Encourage existing stationary sources of emissions to use 
feasible measures to minimize emissions that could have potential impacts on 
air quality.

● Policy HEJ-1.7: Designate truck routes that avoid sensitive land uses, where 
feasible. 

● Policy HEJ-4.5: Encourage new development and redevelopment to include 
a healthy food supply or edible garden, or be located within a quarter to a half 
mile of a healthy food supply, where feasible and appropriate. 

● Policy HEJ-5.2: Encourage a range of health services in locations that are 
convenient and accessible (walkable) to the community)





Federal and State Funding 



Case Study: 
Jurupa Valley

● Mira Loma Lawsuit 
● Health study with AG: 

800 Freight vehicles 
passing per hour in a 
LI community

● Over 500 community 
meetings 

● $60,000 budget (SEP 
grant)
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